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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Cessation of smallpox in the District of Columbia. 

Health Department, District op Columbia, 

Washington, June 8, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the last of the recent series 
of smallpox cases was discharged from the hospital on the 27th ultimo, 
so that this District is now, as usual, free from this disease. 

Very respectfully, Wm. C. Woodward, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

Smallpox in Alabama and Mississippi. 

Mobile, Ala., June 4, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the past week the third 
Alabama soldier has been sent to the county hospital suffering with 
modified smallpox. One case has been admitted to the Hurricane 
Bayou car camp. Dr. Ponde, who has charge of the Louisville and 
Nashville Eailroad smallpox work from here to Montgomery, has vac- 
cinated about 800 railroad hands during the past six weeks. On the 
31st, in company with Dr. Haralson, I revisited Basin and Denny, Miss. 
The camp at Basin was closed that day ; no more cases. At Denny 
there had been six admissions during two weeks, and it is worthy of 
note that of the 10 suspects, 3 succumbed to the disease. The camp 
will be kept open for a month to care for other possible cases. Ten new 
cases are reported for the district about Shubuta, Miss. The town has, 
very inadvisedly, quarantined against the infected district. Twelve new 
cases are reported at Laurel, Miss. Dr. Fowlkes, inspector for the 
Mississippi board of health, is in charge of restrictive measures. There 
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are cases at other places in Mississippi, but I have riot sufficient data to 
report them. Three cases occurred at Ocean Springs, Miss., about 
February 20, the result of contact with one of the escaped Hendersons 
Point cases. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. Mueray, 
Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

Smallpox at Geneva, N. T. 

Geneva, N. Y., June 4, 1898. 

Sir: Replying to your letter of the 3d instant initialed "G. T. V.," 
I beg to state the following facts regarding the cases of smallpox now in 
quarantine here : 

The Joshua Simpkins Theatrical Company spent the winter in the 
Southern States. On March 23d last, a member of the company was 
taken sick in Charleston, W. Va., followed in three or four days by an 
eruption, the remains of which have the appearance of varioloid. Four 
other cases developed, 1 of which was undoubtedly genuine smallpox. 
He was taken directly from the company's car to the hospital for conta- 
gious diseases in Ithaca, N. Y. ; but the company was allowed to pro- 
ceed and give a performance in Trumansburg, and from there to 
Geneva, when this board was informed of the facts, and the company 
was immediately quarantined in their cars on May 21. The company 
consisted of 28 persons, 3 of whom showed evidence of recent attacks 
of varioloid. On May 25 another person became sick, and the company 
was transferred to a large boat on Seneca Lake, which allowed a com- 
plete separation of the sick man from his fellows. This case has 
since developed into genuine smallpox. With the exception of 1 man, 
on whom several varioloid pustules appeared during successful vaccina- 
tion, no other cases have developed. To-day letters have been received 
from Swainsboro, Ga., to the effect that a member of the Simpkins is 
there and has had the disease, besides other persons, who have been 
infected from him. 

I am, sir, yours most truly, Edwin R. Bishop, 

Health Officer. 



